DESIGN DISH

Joy Chao is the lead interior designer for John Henshaw Architect Inc., an architectural and
interior design company specialized in high-end residential home and small commercial
designs. In addition to the Greater Vancouver area, the company has significant projects in
Beijing, Shanghai, Chengdu, and Dongguan.
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Your dream home is finally constructed, packed
with all the goodies and the latest technologies — large
windows, hardwood floors, marble bathrooms, custom
millwork and top of line appliances, crystal chandeliers,
and so on. Then comes the million-dollar question, “How
do I furnish this place?”

As a designer myself, the easiest answer would be to work
with your designer who can do up a plan for the space and
guide you through the maze of selecting suitable furniture,
fabrics, window coverings, and accessories. The list could go
on. But there are some secrets I can pass on about this seem-
ingly impossible task. Firstly, find an inspiration as a refer-
ence point. The inspiration could be a particular colour, a
piece of artwork, a piece of furniture, or even a piece of
fabric. Once we find a reference point, then all other items
can be added on, layer-by-layer. Remember though, “less is
more.” Even as we layer things on, a focal point should still
be maintained, otherwise focus can quickly go astray and
even get completely lost.

The architectural and interior design of this Kerrisdale
property was inspired by the estate homes in First Shaugh-
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nessy District (FSD) in Vancouver. We updated the much-

favoured paneled look in the living room and dining room,
traditionally often done in stain-grade wood. We used a
semi-gloss neutral white this time, resulting in a brighter and
more modern look while retaining the old world feel. In the
center of the room, a wrought iron, candelabra-style chan-
delier with cut crystals anchors the space and provides some
nice sparkles. The two small square windows flanking the
fireplace with custom-designed art glass were more for visual
interest than to provide light.

This property was built to sell so we worked with a well-
known local staging company to select the furnishings. We
started with the neutral tone of white oak hardwood floor-
ing, and situated two large, flax-seed-toned sofas as anchor
pieces. By adding a couple of slightly darker-toned cushions
to each sofa, visual depth was created. The danger of fur-
nishing a room entirely with neutral tones is that the space
often falls flat. These black and white pillows, inspired by the
dramatic grey veining of the fireplace surround’s statuario
marble provided a much-needed visual “pop.” Notice that
the pair of square stools in front of the fireplace are in the
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same tone as the throw cushions on the sofas. The variety of
shapes adds another layer of interest.

The oil rubbed bronze structural elements of the central
coffee table, the occasional table behind the sofa and the
table lamps echo the wrought iron details of the chandelier.
The pair of occasional chairs in darker, velvet-like upholstery
with nail head details were selected so that each chair looked
heavy enough visually to stand alone. The silver candlesticks
placed on the coffee table and the fireplace mantel mirror
the sparkling effect of the chandelier.

The area rug placed in the center defines the space and its
brown and red patterns deliver warmth to the room. It is the
only piece with a very complicated design. Since the other
furnishings and accessories are fairly simple, the intricacy of
the Persian rug shines through.

Notice how the symmetry of the furniture parallels the art
glass windows and the wall sconces, creating a very formal
yet comfortable feel for this room. A completely symmetri-
cal room can sometimes feel oppressive so we strategically
placed accessories such as the floral arrangement and the
small plants on the tables to break the stuffiness and lend
some movement to the space.

No great room would be complete without at least one
good piece of artwork. The abstract landscape in ocean blue
and sandy yellow brings the outside in; a gilded frame im-
parts a traditional feel to an otherwise modern painting,

We are happy to report that the house was quickly bought
by a happy new owner. All’s well that ends well, we say.
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